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Dear Harold, 

I'm plugging away trying to get as much copy done • 
as I can so that people with expertise in each given 
area can read it and help me get it right. So, I still 
haven't worked over the autopsy chapter or listened to 
your tape. But please know how terribly grateful I am 
for your time and wisdom. 

I looked quickly at your letter, and of course you 
are right that I have not read Post Mortem carefully, I 
have dipped and skimmed. The terrible things about doing 
what I am trying to do is that there is hardly any way 
for me to become deeply knbwledgeable , That is why I've 
tried to be forthright in saying that I recognize this 
disadvantage, and that is why I want to turn to the ex- 
perts in different areas, borrow from their wisdom, credit 
lavishly, and try very hard to be as accurate as possible. 

I believe it was Bud. who said to me when I started this 
that I would be okay as long as I did not try to "re-invent 
the wheel." 

Whatever, I' appreciate your patience. I just hope it 
does not seem disrespectful on my part when you see gaps 
that, by your lights, should not be there, I doubt if any 
of this needs saying, but just in case. 

I sent you off a roll of teletype paper this after- 
noon, I've been addicted to it since my days working at 
the Richmond News Leader in 1962 or '63. The common practice 
there was to hang it behind your typing machine. A coat 
hanger will do, but mult better is a stout, smooth stick 
with sturdy string attached to the typing table. The machine 
either will pull the paper up as you return the carriage, or 
I usually — when I feel the tug — reach over and give the roll 
a twirl. I recall once the Religion Editor at the News Leader 
got carried away and must have. had fifteen feet of papeT 
— all copy for his Sunday story — spilling out all over the 
floor. He was typing away and concentrating madly. Then 
some hocbligan set the end of the paper on fire and burned 
up most of his copy before he noticed. So you have to watch 
that. 



I knew about your "Geese for Peace," but I did not know 
about your stints in southeastern Kentucky. Were you on a 
paper down there? I loved those housewife correspondents 
that I got to know by phone when I worked in Mississippi. 

I particularly recall a woman named Eva Beets who lived 
in the town were the state juvenile reformatory was located. 




m, or course, a very remote part or tne state. About every 
weekend some ooys would break out, and I still Have some of 
the breathless stories she filed. It interested me that, in 
truth, a well run state desk in a rural state could really 
do very well with that sort of network. And usually your 
correspondent could open doors when a reporter was sent to 
the area for a real story. 

Sometime I would be interested to know your general 
feelings about the Summers book. 

_Thank you for your kind comments ^bout the News & Gos- 
ip. I showed your letter to the staff, and at least the oldest 
one took quite an interest in your comments. We have certainly 
had a lot of fun with it. I personally cannot imagine taking 
my children camping or playing football or anything of that 
sort beyond fishing. But this is a good way to have something 
to do with them. Here are a couple of more early copies. 
(Speaking of early copies, I recently got a price on your 
Oswald in New Orleans : $41.00! ! ! Luckily , I have a copy . ) 

Again, thank you for your cordial attention. 



Best, 




Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 




